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Point at the items on the board 
to communicate.

Disasters can strike 

anytime, anywhere. Treat 

protecting your life as a 

top priority and be 

prepared for disasters.

Taken from the Multilingual Pointing Board issued by CLAIR



Let’s use the Koto River Flood Hazard Map as an example!

How to check and understand 
hazard maps

Check the hazards around where you live!

A hazard map is a map that shows areas where disasters are expected to 

occur and evacuation sites. They are created separately for each type of 

disaster, such as floods, landslides, and storm surges.

Hazard maps for your area can be seen on Ube City’s website. You can also 

see them at the Ube City Disaster Prevention and Crisis Management Division.

Check for 
dangerous areas

Ube City 
Hazard Map

Check the designated 
emergency evacuation 
sites

Ube City Designated 
Emergency Evacuation Sites

NameSymbol Flood Prediction Map

Landslide Warning Areas/Special Warning Areas

Flood depth and situation Evacuation Actions

Collapse of steep slopes (cliffs collapse)

Debris flow

Landslide

Evacuate to a place that will not flood

If flooding has already begun, evacuate 
to a nearby safe place

In principle, evacuate to a place that will not flood

If the surrounding area is dangerous, wait in a 
safe place indoors

Special Warning Area (Red Zone)
Warning Area (Yellow Zone)

Special Warning Area (Red Zone)

Warning Area (Yellow Zone)

Areas where there is a risk of severe flood flows 
and riverbank erosion that can cause houses to 
collapse or wash away during a flood.

Early evacuation is required.

Areas of Expected 
House Collapses 
Due to Flooding

2nd floor submerged2nd floor submerged

From under the 2nd floor to the ceilingFrom under the 2nd floor to the ceiling

Up to the bottom of the 1st floorUp to the bottom of the 1st floor

From under the 1st floor 
to under the 2nd floor
From under the 1st floor 
to under the 2nd floor

Check if your living area, 
such as your home and 
workplace, is colored on the 
map.

Refer to the legend on the 
map to check the expected 
level of damage.

Check the danger level around 
your home, etc.

Areas of expected house 
collapses due to flooding

Landslide warning area/
special warning area

Colored areas 
are at high risk 

of flooding



When should I evacuate?

Earthquake Tsunami
Earthquake Early Warning
(emergency alert e-mail)

Wait in a safe place until 
the shaking stops

Once the shaking stops, evacuate calmly

When an earthquake occurs

If you are near the sea or a river, 
evacuate to higher ground 

immediately, even if no tsunami 
warning has been issued

Evacuate from dangerous 
areas when evacuation 
information is issued!
When heavy rain or a typhoon is expected, check 
the weather conditions on TV and the internet.

Flood Landslide Storm Surge

People who need extra time to evacuate

should start evacuating

e.g., the elderly
and their supporters 

5

4

3

Must evacuate from dangerous areas by Alert Level 4

Alert Levels Evacuation Information Actions to Take

The timing of evacuation varies depending on the type of disaster.



During heavy rain and typhoons

Floods occur when river water levels rise abnormally due to heavy rain, etc., 
causing riverbanks to break or water overflow.

Floods

Do not use underground 
passages or underpasses

Check if the area you live in 
will flood if rivers overflow

When it starts raining, pay 
attention to weather and 
evacuation information and 
be ready to evacuate at any 
time

Do not go near rivers or 
gutters

*Note: Areas where there is a risk of 
houses collapsing or washing away 
during a flood

If you are in an area of 
expected house collapses 
due to flooding*, leave the 
area

It is dangerous to evacuate 
at night or after flooding
Instead, escape to the 
upper floors of a building



*Note: Areas at risk of landslides

Check if your living area is 
in a landslide warning 
area*

When it starts raining, pay 
attention to weather and 
evacuation information and 
be ready to evacuate at any 
time

Triggered by heavy rain, earthquakes, etc., landslides occur when mountain 
slopes and cliffs collapse or when mud from mountains and riverbeds mixes 
with rainwater and flows downwards, crushing buildings.

Landslides

People in or around 
landslide warning areas 
should evacuate to a safe 
place as early as possible

If evacuation information is 
issued while you are in a 
landslide warning area or 
nearby, evacuate 
immediately

If it is dangerous to go 
outside, evacuate to a 
higher room as far away 
from mountainsides 
(slopes) as possible

Trivia
Signs of 

an impending
landslide

Landslides
Well water becomes cloudy
The ground cracks and 
becomes uneven

Debris flow
River water becomes muddy, 
and trees fall into the water 
and flow along with it
River water decreases even 
though it is still raining

Cliffs collapse
Water suddenly starts gushing 
from a cliff
Small stones fall from a cliff



Areas prone to storm surge damage

Around river 
mouths

Low-lying 
areas

During typhoons

In Ube City, severe damage has been 
caused by storm surges associated 
with typhoons, such as the Suo-nada 
Typhoon in 1942 and Typhoon No. 18 
in 1999.

Storm surges have caused 
the largest natural disasters 

in Ube’s history!

Storm Surge Mechanisms

Strong winds sweep the surface of the sea, 
creating waves. The water level rises above the 
land.

Wind Push Effect

The atmospheric pressure in the center of the 
typhoon is lower than the surroundings, so the 
air around the typhoon pushes down on the 
seawater, and the air near the center sucks up 
the seawater. As a result, the sea level near the 
typhoon’s center rises.

Suction Effect

Strong winds 
associated with 
typhoons

Sea level rise

Normal tide level

P
ushing

Pushing 
weakens

Pushing 
weakens

Sea level rise

Atmospheric
pressure

drops

Storm Surge

P
ushing

S
uction

Normal tide level



Check if the area in which 
you live might flood due to 
a storm surge

When a typhoon occurs, 
keep up to date on the 
weather

Do not go out when a 
typhoon is approaching

Before strong winds and 
rain start, bring potted 
plants, laundry poles, and 
other objects that might be 
blown away indoors

Evacuate before the wind 
and rain become strong

Do not approach the sea or 
rivers

If it is too late to evacuate, 
move to the upper floors of 
buildings

Prepare!

Flashlights

Batteries

Portable powerbank

Other items your 
household requires

Prepare for power outages



Earthquakes occur suddenly. When you receive an earthquake early warning or 
feel strong shaking, protect your head from falling objects. When the shaking 
stops, check your surroundings for safety and secure an exit.

Earthquakes

During Earthquakes and Tsunamis

Get low to the ground, 
protect your head, and do 
not move until the shaking 
stops

Anchor furniture and 
appliances in place so they 
do not move
Install drop-prevention and 
anti-tipping devices

If a fire breaks out, perform 
initial fire extinguishing

Before evacuating from 
your house, extinguish 
sources of flame, close gas 
valves, and turn off the 
electricity breaker

Always wear shoes when 
evacuating (do not wear 
sandals or other similar 
footwear)

Open doors to secure 
evacuation routes



Earthquakes can cause tsunamis.
If a tsunami occurs, evacuate to higher ground or a 
designated emergency evacuation site immediately, 
even if the shaking in your area was minor.

Tsunami

Never approach the sea or 
rivers

Do not return until the 
tsunami advisory or 
warning is lifted

Evacuate on foot to even 
slightly higher places 
rather than distant places

If a tsunami advisory or 
warning is issued, evacuate 
to higher ground 
immediately

Calmly extinguish sources 
of flame and close gas 
valves

Travel on foot as a rule



Important Items

Examples

Examples

Water

Food
(that can be eaten without heating)

tissues, disinfectant,
masks, etc.

Water

Food
retort pouches, canned 

food, instant noodles, etc. Batteries

Keep paper certificates, 
inkan seals, important photos, etc., 
in a zippered plastic bag to make 
them waterproof.

People who cannot evacuate alone should use the disaster evacuation support system during disasters

MEMO
(Write down what you think you need)

MEMO
(Write down what you think you need)

Emergency Supplies

Items to stock up on at home

Prepare in advance!

Emergency supplies are the bare minimum you 
will need when evacuating. Each person needs 
to think about and prepare what they will need.
Store these items in a backpack, near an 
entrance, or in bedrooms so that they can be 
grabbed quickly.

Since each household has different needs, consider and prepare the items you will require, 
along with emergency supplies.

The Ube City Disaster Evacuation Support System was created to assist the elderly, people with disabilities, 
and others requiring support during disasters. 

Contact: Community Welfare Division TEL.0836-34-8325 FAX.0836-22-6026

Hint



From the Mass Media and Internet

Issued by Ube City

Television

NHK World JAPAN “Multilingual 
Portal: Japan LIFE & BOSAI” 
(Disaster and Living Information 
in Foreign Languages)

Japan Meteorological Agency 
Multilingual Website

Emergency Alert E-mail (Area Mail)
Provides evacuation instructions, earthquake early warnings, 
missile information, etc., to cell phones and smartphones via 
your cell phone carrier. (No prior registration required)

Send an e-mail to the registration/change of e-mail address, 
and follow the instructions in the e-mail that will be sent to you. 
Registration/Change of E-mail Address: ube@xpressmail.jp

Provides disaster risk reduction information such 
as evacuation instructions and warnings issued 
to Ube City via e-mail.

Ube City Disaster Prevention E-mail
(Ube Mail Service)

Ube City Website

Ube City Official LINE Account
Provides disaster prevention information, such as 
evacuation instructions via LINE.

X (Formerly Twitter)
Account name: @ube_bousai (Ube City Disaster 
Prevention and Crisis Management Division)

Instagram
Account name: @international.ube

Account name: Ube City Disaster Prevention and 
Crisis Management Division

Ube City (provides information in 
Easy Japanese)

Get information!

An internet bulletin board for confirming the safety of people 
in disaster areas. It is available in Japanese, English, Chinese, 
and Korean.



Even if it is difficult to contact each other within 
the disaster area (due to localized network 
congestion, etc.), it may be easier outside the 
disaster area. It can also be effective to 
determine the contact information of relatives or 
acquaintances in advance who live far away and 
have them relay messages in emergencies.

Evacuation Sites and Meeting Points

Floods

Landslides

Earthquakes

Storm Surge

Tsunami

Disaster Type Evacuation Site
 (1st Choice):

Evacuation Site
 (2nd Choice):

Meeting Point/Contact Method
(if you cannot meet at the evacuation site):

Contact Information for Family and Relatives or Acquaintances Who Can Provide Support

<Issued by>  Ube City Tourism Exchange Division
<Supervised by>  Ube City Disaster Prevention and Crisis Management Division
1-7-1 Tokiwacho, Ube City, Yamaguchi Prefecture 755-8601 Japan
Tel: 0836-34-8136 Fax: 0836-22-6083     Email: kokusai@city.ube.yamaguchi.jp
<Available Languages> Easy Japanese, English, Chinese, Vietnamese, Tagalog, Indonesian


